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Introduction
The Suffolk County Vanderbilt Museum is seeking bids for the purchase of a rare,
truly one-of-a-kind Chrysler automobile. The vehicle was donated to the museum
in 1959. The Chrysler was deaccessioned from the museum collections in 1992.
Proceeds will be used to establish an endowment for the care and maintenance of
the museum’s historic archives, collections and exhibitions.
The automobile, a 1937 Chrysler Imperial Model C-15 Town Car, is a
masterpiece of Art Deco automotive design. Commissioned by Walter P.
Chrysler for his daughter, Bernice Chrysler Garbisch, the car is made of handworked aluminum (no factory-produced body panels were used) and has her
initials, BCG, inscribed on its rear doors. The car’s rarity and authenticity has
been verified by the Chrysler Museum in Detroit.

Vanderbilt Mansion courtyard, circa 1986

Vanderbilt Estate, 2006

The 8,000-pound, seven-passenger car is 19 feet long and has a 130-horsepower,
eight-cylinder in-line engine with a three-speed manual transmission. The
odometer reads 25,501miles. Details include coachwork by LeBaron, leather
interior and upholstered seats.
The Chrysler has spent much of its life in storage, on the Vanderbilt Estate, in an
automotive museum, in a county-owned garage and now once again on the estate.
The condition of the car, which has most of its original parts, has deteriorated
because of a lack of environmental control in some of its various storage
environments.
This prospectus includes the Chrysler’s provenance (in museum terms, the proof
of authenticity and past ownership), historical reference, various archival
documents, technical specifications, the car’s accession and deaccession, articles,
images, appraisals, and disposition and sale information.
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Provenance
The 1937 Chrysler Imperial Model C-15 Town Car (vehicle identification number
9999296) was accepted into the Suffolk County Vanderbilt Museum’s (SCVM)
collection on December 3, 1959. Minutes of the SCVM Board of Trustees
meeting on December 3, 1959, list this vehicle as a donation by Harry Gilbert, 50
East 77th Street, New York, NY. The minutes state that this is a Chrysler car
custom-made for Walter P. Chrysler. Mr. Gilbert’s offer to donate this vehicle to
the museum was discussed by the SCVM Board of Trustees at its meeting on
October 16, 1958. Copies of minutes are attached.
There are no indications in the minutes of the SCVM Board of Trustees nor in
the archival records of the museum that the donation was conditional. The New
York State Department of Motor Vehicles (DMV) was contacted on September
19, 2011, and it reported that it could not locate any DMV records for the vehicle
and identification number listed above.
A brief description of the car: Chrysler, 1937, seven-passenger town car with an
eight-cylinder, in-line 130-horsepower engine. This car was custom-built for the
Chrysler Family and carries the initials “BCG” on the rear doors, for Bernice
Chrysler Garbisch, daughter of Walter P. Chrysler.
The SCVM board of trustees officially accessioned the Chrysler into the museum
collection in 1959 and assigned it the accession number 959-3-3. This tripartite
number reflects the year of accession, the collection category and the object
number.
The Chrysler was on display at SCVM for an undocumented number of years. At
some point, the vehicle was transported to the Long Island Automotive Museum
in Southampton, NY, where it remained until 1992.
On June 27, 1992, the vehicle was returned to SCVM. The Chrysler was officially
deaccessioned from the collections by the SCVM Board of Trustees on
November 15, 1992, for reasons stated on the attached deaccession form. The
Trustees obtained an appraisal in 1993 and actively explored the disposition of the
Chrysler. Despite due diligence by the Board, no transfer or sale was ever
achieved. After almost two years on the SCVM property, the Chrysler was
transported to a Suffolk County garage facility at the Anson Hard House,
Yaphank, NY, on April 6, 1994, where it remained for another 12 years.
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The Chrysler was returned to SCVM on April 21, 2006, where it remains stored
today. The front and rear bumpers were removed in order to fit the Chrysler
into the garage space, and stored. The condition of the vehicle has deteriorated
because of the lack of environmental control in the storage environments.

Reference
Walter P. Chrysler was an icon of American industry, and the automobiles that
bear his name endure as a product of American ingenuity and pride. Aside from
his automotive corporation, Chrysler is best known for the design and
construction of the Chrysler Building in New York City, one of the most
recognizable structures in the United States. Chrysler was named Time magazine’s
1928 Man of the Year. Both Mr. Chrysler and his wife died in 1938. This 1937
Chrysler was custom-made for one of Mr. Chrysler’s daughters, Bernice Chrysler
Garbisch. She had three siblings, Thelma Chrysler Foy; Walter P. Chrysler, Jr. and
Jack Forker Chrysler. Walter Jr., the last surviving sibling, died in 1988.
The Vanderbilt Museum contacted Brandt Rosenbusch, curator at the Chrysler
Museum in Detroit, to authenticate that this car is the one-of-a-kind automobile
built for Bernice Chrysler Garbisch. Rosenbusch provided SCVM with images of
the newly fabricated automobile from his museum archives and verified that this
was the same vehicle. Another image of the vehicle, photographed in the SCVM
courtyard circa 1986, was posted on the Chrysler Imperial Club’s website.
There has been renewed interest in the 1937 Chrysler, as evidence by a feature
story in the July 2011 (issue No. 82) of Hemmings Classic Car magazine: “Custom
Chryslers,” by Water Gosden (copy attached). Gosden is a respected automobile
historian and coachwork expert who worked for and was mentored by Henry
Austin Clark, Jr. Gosden has 45 years of experience as an active collector of
World War II era automobiles and as an automobile historian and author.
Gosden is a past director, vice president and editor of the Society of Automotive
Historians; member and regional director of the Classic Car Club of America,
former librarian of the Long Island Automotive Museum (where the Chrysler was
stored), and author of more than 200 published articles and research papers on
pre-war, luxury-car coachwork and styling. He was invited to view the 1937
Chrysler and offered an expert opinion on March 10, 2011. Other automotive
experts were consulted and/or viewed the vehicle to offer expert advice on the
best way to conduct the disposition of such a unique automobile.
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Current Appraisals
Car Specifications and Description
(This is a conglomeration of all appraisal information)
Vehicle Identification:

9999236

Year/Make/model:

1937 Chrysler Imperial Model C-15 Town Car, a sevenpassenger limousine

Odometer reading:

25,501

Mechanicals:

Straight 8-cylinder in-line engine rated at 130
horsepower, 3-speed manual transmission

Body specifications:

Length 19’, width 6’6”, height 5’10”, weight 8,000
pounds, 140” wheelbase.
Aluminum body by LeBaron, painted black, leather
interior, upholstered seats
Initials “BCG” on the rear doors (Bernice Chrysler
Garbisch, daughter of Walter P. Chrysler)

Options:

Custom limousine amenities

Provenance:

This car is a one-of-a-kind (or one-off) and was custom
built for the Chrysler family. The complete ownership
history is not known. The car was in the possession of
donor Harry Gilbert by the late 1950s. Ownership was
transferred to the SCVM collection in December of
1959.

Condition:

Poor, and in unrestored condition

Qualified independent appraisers provided valuations of the vehicle. There is a
wide range of opinions on the value as the vehicle is a “one off” or “one-of-one,”
is in original unrestored condition, and has a history of ownership by a highprofile person. At the same time, the car will require full professional restoration.
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The appraisers have experience with valuing museum-grade historic vehicles, and
one of them as experience with vehicles that have high-profile owners.
Due to the poor condition but rarity of this vehicle, the appraisers had a difficult
task in setting a value point. There is no direct comparison for this vehicle, nor
will another vehicle of this ilk likely surface again. The appraisal values range from
$73,500* to $307,750.
* Note: This low appraisal report did not include a VAF (Value Appraisal Formula, nor
did it cite or include specific comparisons.)
For additional information, please contact Lance Reinheimer, Director of the
Vanderbilt Museum:
Phone – 631-854-5550. E-mail – director@vanderbiltmuseum.org
This prospectus also will be posted on the Vanderbilt Museum website.

Disposition Process
The disposition of the 1937 Chrysler automobile will be carried out in accordance
with the official acquisition and deaccession policy of the SCVM, and in
accordance with guidelines and recommendations set forth by the American
Association of Museums.
The 1937 Chrysler is not original to the SCVM collections, was not the property
of William K. Vanderbilt II, cannot be cared for and/or exhibited with the integrity
it is due, and does not directly support the mission of the SCVM. Therefore, the
Board of Trustees deaccessioned the automobile in 1992. (See the attached
deaccession forms.)
The current Board of Trustees has decided to sell this deaccessioned collection
piece to benefit Mr. Vanderbilt’s original collections.
Heeding the expert advice received, the sale process will entail:
• Announcement of the offer for sale in publications to reach serious collectors
of historic vehicles
• Establishment of a 45-day window for prospective buyers to view the vehicle at
SCVM by appointment
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• Call for sealed bids on the vehicle in “as is” condition
• Notification will be sent to the highest qualified bidders to meet at a date to be
announced, to negotiate the vehicle sale. This procedure will be officiated by the
museum director under the auspices of the SCVM Board of Trustees.
FINAL ACCEPTED SALE PRICE MUST BE SANCTIONED BY
MAJORITY VOTE OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES IN A FORMAL
MEETING AND RECORDED IN THE MINUTES OF THE
PROCEEDINGS
• Sale of the vehicle to the highest qualified bidder – within 10 calendar days,
upon approval of the SCVM Board of Trustees – with a deposit of 30 percent of
the sale price
• Payment of the balance of the sale price and removal of the automobile by the
purchaser within 30 days of approved sale. Transfer of vehicle ownership occurs
upon full payment of the approved sale price.
The specific process outlined above is intended to provide any and all prospective
buyers with equal opportunity.
Viewing:

45 days (by appointment) beginning November 7, 2011

Sealed bids:

Minimum bid $125,000
No verbal bids will be accepted.
Sealed, written bids must be postmarked by
December 23, 2011, and mailed to Lance Reinheimer,
director of the Vanderbilt Museum, 180 Little Neck Road,
Centerport, NY 11721

Notification:

Highest qualified bidders will be notified and invited to on-site
sale meeting at 180 Little Neck Road, Centerport, NY 11721

Sale Date:

To be announced.
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Images
The museum has a limited number of images of the 1937 Chrysler, some of which
are included in this prospectus.
Two such images, provided to the Vanderbilt Museum by the Chrysler Museum in
Detroit, show the vehicle in its newly minted state. An image of the Chrysler
pictured in the SCVM courtyard (circa 1986) was posted on the Chrysler Imperial
Club website and is included with this prospectus.
Color photographs of the vehicle in its current condition were taken by SCVM
staff members from various vantage points and are included with this prospectus.
None of the images has been altered or manipulated in any way by SCVM.
These images are intended only to provide documentation and reference for the
appearance and condition of the vehicle. These images should not serve as a
substitute for a personal inspection of the vehicle by a prospective buyer.
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